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Opening & Welcome - Richard Davison

Richard Davison, Moderator for
the Forum since its inception,
opened the 10™ Global Dressage
Forum by welcoming 319
delegates from 27 countries. On
this special anniversary, it was
good to see familiar faces and
new ones, with more countries
represented than ever before, an Richard Davison
indication of the esteem in which

the Forum is held worldwide for its high standards and open
discussions.

As ever, questions to the presenters and panel members were
encouraged but written questions made for more time and thus more
questions. Question Corner - by now an institution in its own right -
with the queues waiting to speak to presenters in the breaks speaking
for itself.

Biographical details and a brief outline of each of the presenter's
achievements and interests are set out in the Forum's ‘Reader’, issued
to each delegate on arrival. This year, for the first time, a translation
service for Russian speakers was also offered.

The Forum relies heavily on the untiring energies of the Bartels Family
and Partners. The commercial and private sponsors, who so generously
give their financial backing to the Forum and make the whole thing
viable are the IDTC (the International Dressage Trainers Club), co-
organisers of the Forum, The Royal Dutch Equestrian Federation KNHS,
Mrs L Sonnenberg, Dressage Direct, Dressage Today, the
Bechtolsheimer Family, the Meggle Group, the Altez Group and last,
but definitely not least, the Bartels.



Thanks to everyone involved, especially to those behind the scenes, and
to the Forum delegates.

FEI UPDATE - Developments in the FEI
Trond Asmyr & Frank Kemperman

Frank Kemperman is the Chairman

of the FEI Dressage Committee (also
General Manager of CHIO Aachen &
Sports Director of s'Hertogenbosch)

Two years ago, Frank made a
presentation at the GDF in his role
as Aachen's Director of Sport, a
position he still holds, and he spoke
about the need for dressage to
become more accessible and
attractive to appeal to a wider
audience and make more use of its
star riders and horses; views which
still hold true today. Frank Kemperman

He is not, as some think, a dressage hater but more an outsider to
dressage with a wider view of the equestrian sport, and sport in
general, and the necessity for dressage to sell itself to as wide an
audience as possible to ensure its future. A full stadium is more
important for an organiser, and associated sponsors, than a technical
knowledge of dressage - that is for others. Traditions are good and
shouldn't be lightly abandoned but it is crucial that the sport is
forward looking and innovative, whilst keeping what is good about its
traditions.

The new style FEI Dressage Committee is less European than previous
committees and this wider world view can only be a good influence;
equally, the Committee members are more representative of the
various factions within the sport and, again, this can only work in
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dressage's favour. Working from the basis of what is good for the
sport of dressage and what is not so good, welfare must be paramount
and FEI Task Force decisions need to be implemented in the spirit and
the letter. Obviously, the hot issue of the moment is judging and how
to make it less subjective and more objective; presentations later in the
Forum will address this aspect.

Dressage is a small sport, numerically, in the larger world of sport and
it needs an open door for input from riders, trainers and officials - as
well as judges - for the totally honest communication that will benefit
the sport. In this regard, it is good to look at what other sports do and
how they conduct themselves, within and without the equestrian
world. There is general concern that there is not a big enough
competition in the summer schedule so a Nations Cup series is under
consideration with sufficient prize money to attract a bigger field of
competitors.

Trond Asmyr is the FEI Dressage &
Para-Equestrian Dressage Director.
Trond picked up on the hot issue
mentioned by Frank - judging.
This has exercised many minds
over the last several years and the
Task Force is reviewing procedures
ahead of approval by the General
Assembly.

What is important is quality and

this must not be adversely affected Trond Asmyr
by the need for quantity. It is vital

that we have good judges rather than just more judges and, whilst it is
true that judges from some countries struggle to access sufficient
experience at the top level, this must not be allowed to lower
standards. For this reason, a new level for judges up to and including
small tour is to be introduced. National level tests could become the
first level of FEIl to increase judges' experience. For the first time, it
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should be possible to have structured FEIl judges courses at this level.
The logbook system that records judges' experience and progress puts
all this into one place which is easily accessed and evaluated.

The FEl wants to open communication channels as much as possible to
facilitate better communication and transparency which, in turn,
should ensure that judges are respected and valued for the very
difficult job they do.

So, the education of judges is important and should go hand in hand
with assessment and evaluation. There are now four channels of
evaluation - the Advisory Committee; the evaluation of national judges
by foreign judges; the statistical evaluation of scores; and feedback
from judges in an atmosphere that encourages frankness and informal
discussion so that positive and negative comments can be freely made.
Within this evaluating framework, judges can be assessed, promoted
and also relegated.

There have been various pilot schemes to test different ways of judging
tests, the position of the judges and the numbers of judges - in
Rotterdam and Aachen various formats were used and evaluated
afterwards in the light of the experience gained. Recommendations
will be made to the General Assembly based on the outcome of these
schemes, namely that there should be seven judges for the top level
shows - Europeans, Worlds, Olympics and the World Cup and that
there should be three judges on the short side at C; two at B & E
respectively, and two more at the A end of the arena.

The Freestyle will not, after all, be split between the technical and the
artistic elements as this was found not to work in practice.

As far as the Judges Supervisory Panel is concerned, their interest and
intervention will be limited to technical mistakes and errors within a
test to iron out where mistakes were made or movements or errors
were not seen. However, feedback from and to the judges will also be
their concern post-competition.
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Essentially, and crucially,
feedback from all the interested
parties - riders, trainers, judges,
officials - should bring our sport
together and take it forward.

Trond said, The sport of dressage
isin my heart ... it is certainly a
period of change and challenges Asmyr and Kemperman in the
and it could not be a more Question Corner
interesting time' (to be involved full time in dressage).
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PANEL DISCUSSION
Trond Asmyr; Frank Kemperman; Kyra Kyrklund; Bernard Maurel;
Birgit Popp

KK - Even though there are short terms aims, there needs to be a long
term plan and this is a process that will take several years. Judges do

their best in a bad system. The Olympic system could be improved and
the GP Special should have more riders in it.

FK - Media attention is necessary to up the attention given to
dressage, thus the short format appeals.

KK - If the test is shortened, more
riders could go through but
generally riders are not in favour
of shortening tests. If the idea is
to keep the sport truly global so
that new countries feel able to
take part, then teams versus
individual riders should be looked at. K. Kyrklund, B. Maurel, B. Popp

BP - The results are not that understandable to the general public
when results are cumulative. Is the evidence for seven judges really
convincing as the wide range of marks will still prevail?

TA - members of the Supervisory Committee have the ability to change
marks where technical mistakes or errors are not seen or are mis-
marked, which should help with the wider ranging marks. Lots of
judges in one place, i.e. 5 judges at the C end, didn't work but placing
them round the arena was better; different marks will still occur due to
the different position of the judges

BM - the proposed changes seem to be positive but not all judges are
convinced. Over the last couple of years, judges have lost a lot of
respect, how is this to be regained? How do the economics work in
terms of countries where finance is an issue?
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FK/TA - Don't agree that respect has been lost but the system could be
improved. The daily fee of E100 has to be a balance between the cost

of organising the show and allowing the judges some sort of income.

This issue will keep coming up - judges don't do it as a profession, but
perhaps one day this will change

Q - from the audience. Why not take away the highest and lowest
marks, especially with seven judges?

TA - This has been discussed many times with many variations.
Scratch the highest and lowest overall; scratch the highest and lowest
marks per movement, and so on. The downside of such a scheme is
that judges might be tempted to keep their marks in the midrange and
might not use the scale of marks to the same extent - no-one wants
his or her score to be scratched.

Q - how much time would it take for the Supervisory Committee to
alter marks if a judge or judges make mistakes?

TA - this would be done by the end of the following test, when the
marks are confirmed.
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DRESSAGE IS A BRAIN SPORT
Jonny Hilberath

Jonny is a German rider and
trainer, known worldwide and, in
particular, in some of the
developing countries

His approach is that dressage is
a cerebral sport and should be
approached in a serious but
enthusiastic way, with an open
mind always wanting to learn more. Jonny Hilberath
Jonny considers that talent is important,

in both horse and rider, but the 'main point is dedication - | try to
think, analyse and understand the horse as well as possible’.

He came from a non-horsey family, through the riding club system in
Germany, and became a professional rider/trainer in his early 20's. He
worked in a dealing yard for twelve years and this was a key experience
for him as he learnt from the many horses that passed through his
hands and he was fortunate that he worked with supporters such as
Rosemary Springer and Herbert Rehbein - he learnt by doing, getting it
wrong and working out a way through. However, in this process, lots
of time consuming mistakes were made so Jonny's aim is to help other
riders short circuit some of the inevitable mistakes during the learning
process.

Horses really make the plan, via their temperament and conformation,
especially while they are growing - physically and mentally. Jonny
likes to make the atmosphere between trainer, rider and horse as quiet
as possible, so that each can assess the other. The horse needs

time to look round in a new environment and gain confidence in his
surroundings. The first rider, Elise Kettner, brought in Adelaart, a 5yr
old by Tolando x Jazz, and started her warmup. Jonny wanted to see a
warmup that allowed the horse to find his balance in an even tempo,
not too fast, with an open, relaxed frame. Too much focus on insisting
that the horse goes past something that worries him just leads to
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tension; better to allow him to
settle off the track and build up ¥
his confidence with an easy
inside rein and some patting
with the inside hand to reassure
him. Sometimes just the rider's
anticipation that the horse will
shy is enough to ensure that it
does happen! If the rider can
stay calm, with relaxed breathing, Elise Kettner
the horse will draw confidence from that.

When the horse hides behind the contact, the reins should be allowed
more forward so that the horse comes to the rein, making sure that the
connection is not lost, and keeping the horse forward enough - and
sometimes dare to ask a bit more than the horse offers. Especially with
a young horse, frequent transitions into walk to encourage relaxation
should be incorporated into the work. Trot/canter transitions revealed
that the horse struggled with his balance in canter and Elise was
encouraged to support more with her inside leg into the outside rein.
The main thing was that she was able to sit on the horse's back and go
with the movement, taking care not to make transitions too rapid so
that the horse's energy and balance weren't adversely affected.

Work on a big circle, using trot and canter transitions, helps with the
balance and also improves the horse's ability to take more weight
behind. If the balance is lost for a moment, half-halt, regain the
balance and rhythm, and work on and back within the pace still on the
circle. Self-carriage is not about how high or low the head carriage is
but rather it is about balance. Working with counter canter, it should
be introduced on an easy line for the horse, with the rider sitting over
the inside leading leg in a good position to support the horse, thinking
about slight shoulder-fore, and keeping the work short and within the
horse's capability so that he gains confidence in his own ability to do
what is asked.
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Marije Tromp rode Veni Vidi Vici
C an_8 yr old stallion by Krack C, Dressage
working at small tour level. sttty
Jonny had seen the combination E 'lm e
once before and noticed that
there was a problem with the
connection, some tension and
crookedness. He had the rider
freshen him up with a longer
rein so that the horse started to
move his back and hindlegs - this Marije Tromp
needed to be cultivated as a basic

way of working so that when the reins were taken up the horse still
kept going forwards. The connection over the back from behind to the
rein is always the aim; young people don't have the experience to make
sure this is always happening and Jonny aims to give the rider the
knowledge needed to give the horse the right training.

Global

It is seldom the solution to shorten the reins; rather, reduce the tempo,
use the legs to keep the horse connected from behind, straighten him
into the outside rein with a more passive inside rein and let the horse
settle into his work. The rider should focus on using the legs to bring
the horse more under and not just use more hand. This can't be
repeated too often as a basic principle of riding with the aim of
keeping the horse calm and steady to the rein. The horse must trust
the contact and stay in the frame. The concentration should be on a
quiet tempo with the rider sitting in the rhythm of the trot, pushing
the horse forwards within that rhythm.

This is the working platform for the trot work and from this, lateral
work can be commenced. Preparation well before the corner, half-
halting and riding into the corner, so that the lateral work can
commence after the corner means the horse is set up and the inside
rein can be light and only there to keep the flexion rather than holding
the horse in position. Freshen up the work with some extension but
follow the rhythm, lower the hands and keep the horse connected - he
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shouldn't "break in two' - and develop the extension rather than chase
the horse into faster, more tense steps.

Read the horse's body language, listen to the horse - this opens the
door to him.

Even in collection, the horse should remain ‘open’ and not held in
position; the use of different positions of the head and neck and
differences in the tempo of the work help to keep the horse focussed
on his work. Sometimes the rider needs to remember that if it can't be
made better today, stop, don't overdo it, there is always tomorrow.

Julie de Deken came in on Lucky
Dance, a 9yr old Holstein stallion
by Lucky Champ, working at
small tour level. Jonny did know
this rider, who is very
experienced and has ridden
successfully at this level on
another horse. At the beginning, -
if there are no urgent problems to Julie de Deken
address, it is good for the trainer to

stand back and just watch. Again, as with the last horse, there were
problems with the maintenance of the connection, particularly in
canter.

The transition into canter, and the canter itself, needed more elasticity
through the back and in the hindleg joints. Jonny wanted Julie to
think shoulder-in and, in the moment of the transition, release the
contact as his signal to move forwards into canter - 'his head won't
fall off if you leave him alone in front!. The horse seemed worried so
the rider's job was to give him the confidence that he could do what
was asked, so the collection needed to be done with the seat and a
light unrestrictive hand, allowing the horse to take care of himself and
not give him too much support - he needed to learn that he could do it
by himself.
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Again, Jonny mentioned the working platform that gives the horse his
balance and self-confidence - the canter must be active but not fast;
good preparation before the transitions was essential so that the
flexion and elasticity was not lost - a volte to set up the rhythm and
flexion with the rider's inside leg on the girth so that the straightness
was better controlled - keeping the horse's inside eye in the rider's
focus was a good tip.

Sometimes a trainer can find that he talks too much but it is the
trainer's job is to give the rider as many tools as possible and to ensure
that the rider understands what works and why. When the rider totally
understands what is required and how to do it, the trainer should then
be quiet and let the rider carry out the work.

Stallions, as a general rule, don't react well to too much pressure;
keeping everything as quiet and light as possible creates a quiet
atmosphere - not lazy but motivating the horse from the inside leg and
the seat with a 'breathing’ inside hand. It's also important to
remember that canter is very tiring for a horse and balance is the first
thing to go; leaving the front alone with the frame a bit more open,
gives the rider the chance to reconnect the horse and re-establish self-
carriage. All this has to be achieved without allowing the horse to
slow down, keeping him in front of the leg and staying active and
forward thinking.

12



Global
Dressage
Forum

PANEL DISCUSSION
Peter Storr; Leunus van Lieren; Leif Térnblad

PS - the chesnut horse improved a lot. How would you improve the
engagement behind with the
second and third horses?

JH - with a longer, deeper frame,
more transitions, probably better
not to have done more trot after
the canter work as then could
have finished without the horse
losing the connection. At home, it L Térnblad, L. van Lieren, P. Storr
would be more usual to concentrate

on one problem rather than trying to cover everything.

LvL - why did you ask the rider to put the inside leg a bit further back?
JH - her leg was too far forward so she couldn't use it correctly to
motivate the horse and influence the bend

LT - happy not to have had to judge the warmup but seeing the results,
as a judge, liked the end product. Also liked the quiet relaxed manner
of JH; thought the rider's position could have had more attention paid
to it.

JH - experience has taught me not to try to change everything at once,
it's important to stay with the longer term aims and improve step by
step

David Hunt - the pirouette canter should stay the same as the canter
before and after the canter; the frame should close but the rhythm,
tempo and connection shouldn't change - | thought it changed too
much

13
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JH- yesterday, the horse kept breaking into trot, the rider was
overdoing the driving and the horse was getting too strong, so today |
was more concerned to get the rider to be quieter with her aids so |
was prepared to compromise so that the horse stayed in canter and
was relaxed in his work

DH - glad to hear it and it explains perfectly what we saw

JH - the picture is one thing but, very often compromises are necessary
to achieve the end result in the best way for the horse

Tineke Bartels - Why did you choose the title ‘Dressage is a brain sport’
for your presentation

JH - Communication between trainer, horse and rider very important -
the head/s have to be free to take in information, thinking ahead, so
the rider must know why something should be done, not just what. |
don't like to be an instructor, I'd rather guide the rider and then leave
him/her to experiment, get things wrong, learn and move on;
knowledge is really important

TB - good response. | find it difficult to help young riders, who are
very willing and want to show off their best, to find a way to give them
the understanding that time is necessary to gain experience

Imke Bartels - the second rider is my student; she was really nervous
to ride in front of you and this audience; you picked this up and were
so relaxed with her that she had a good experience - just as important
for the rider as for the horse

Richard Davison - | wonder if team coaches always realise this; it's
important to assess the energy levels of the people surrounding the
riders at high pressure times - riders need people round them with
whom they're comfortable and relaxed not people with a similar level
of energy as the rider as this puts too much stress on the rider.
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STEWARDING IN PRACTICE
Jacques van Daele

The latest guidelines for stewards
are contained within Annex XIII,
2010, and were negotiated
between trainers, riders, judges
and officials.

Stewarding is a very difficult job
as nobody likes you and you can't
do anything right!

The previous guidelines were too
loose and not direct enough; now
we have good solutions that
should work; however stewards need Jacques van Daele
to be knowledgeable, professional

and able to work with all others in the sport. There are seminars for all
levels of steward, starting at national level, with periodic updates and
debriefings to make sure that everything is going in the right way for
all concerned - negotiated solutions between riders, trainers, judges
and officials will ensure that everyone knows what to expect and finds
that stewarding keeps the sport fair for all. However, classroom
information is only part of the process, stewards can really only learn
from observation of horses being worked 'in real life".

Stewards don't want to interfere and mustn't be power crazy and need
to keep an attitude that enables them to do their job. Body language is
very important and stewards should not disturb riders unnecessarily if
the riders are doing a good job. If things do go wrong, or is something
is amiss, then it's important for stewards to be quiet and discreet,
without embarrassing anyone. New stewards have to learn to
communicate in a good way, without being over-zealous or officious,
what is allowed and what isn't. Younger stewards need the support of
experienced and mentoring stewards ‘on the ground’ so that they learn
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to deal with people in a very quiet
way, with no shouting or
aggressive behaviour. There are
lots of ways to deal with things
and this is especially important
when dealing with angry, stressed
riders, trainers, and judges.

In our age of technology, it's easy K. Dyrby, L. Keenan, J. van Daele
to have an instant picture taken of

one moment in time and this has caused innumerable problems; better
examples are taken over a longer period so that it is possible to
properly assess what has gone on. Looking at a training/warmup
session, stewards need to know and understand what they're looking
at; pulling or over restraining with the hands needs dealing with
straight away - if the neck is low but there is no backward pressure on
the reins to force the horse into that position, it should be observed
rather than interfered with over a period of about 10 minutes. This is
not about putting a stopwatch on the rider but about observing the
attitude of the horse - if he is resistant, sweating up and obviously
unhappy then this would be dealt with sooner rather than later.
Relaxation intervals are important here so we're talking about forced
aggression from the rider or a position that is sustained over a period
of time.

In general, an hour's warmup should be sufficient; however, if there is
a prolonged period of walk, say 20 minutes or so, then the rider could
start work again and the hour would start from after the rest period.
After a 'bad’ test, it is permissible for the rider to go back into the
training area and work the horse but not to punish or be overly
aggressive and such a session should be not more than about 10
minutes.

Riders shouldn't train alone but always supervised by stewards,
whether this is early in the morning or late at night.
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Chief stewards are there to oversee less experienced stewards, to
educate, support and guide them, and to help restore their confidence
after less than pleasant experiences. Less experienced stewards have a
tendency to be rather strict and unyielding at the beginning of their
stewardship - as they do more, they find that they can give more
leeway. However, what is important here is that they remain impartial
and treat everyone equally, whoever they are and whatever the
circumstances. Working with people, and finding solutions, in an
objective and fair way is necessary for good relations all round.

Very often, it is easier to work as a steward in a foreign country where
the personalities and relationships are not as they would be in the
steward's home country!

Three horse and rider
combinations - Marlies van
Baalen on BMC Miciano, Mischa
Koot on U2 and Jenny Veenstra
on Renskje BV - came into the
indoor arena to show some
examples of riding in, warming
up, both bad and good, to open
the discussion with the Panel later Marlies van Baalen
on. The conformation and way of

going of each horse type must be considered - for instance, with the
Friesian horse (Renskje) who has a short neck and a naturally more
hollow way of going, it would be important to understand that this is
not necessarily rider 'induced’ and
this will differ from a Warmblood l

that might be more inclined to
stretch his (longer) neck
forwards/downwards. Very often,
it is more to do with the position
of the rider's hands and whether
they are being over restrictive, i.e.
pulling back or unyielding. It's
also important Mischa Koot
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for stewards to appreciate that stallions and young horses in general
might need some correction and riders must be allowed to deal with
the situations that can arise without immediately being stopped by the
steward. It's to do with attitude and degree.

If a rider ignores or resists the initial quiet word from the steward and
continues with a way of riding which contravenes what is acceptable,
then the Chief Steward should
step in and, in the event that the
situation is still not resolved, the
final power would rest with the
Ground Jury. Bad riding is very
clear to see, the problem is more
to do with how much and how
long a particular situation should
be allowed without intervention
and it is here that the steward's Jenny Veenstra
experience will be put to the test.

In the end, the basics are the same for all equestrian disciplines but
there seems to be more animosity within dressage and trying to get
out that particular deep ‘crater’ is something with which the
equestrian press need to play their part. Criticism is good, and
welcome, if it is constructive but reality must be allowed to creep in
and support from all parties involved is important.
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PANEL DISCUSSION
Kyra Kyrklund; Trond Asmyr; David Hunt

KK - riders are confident when
JvD is in charge, other stewards
often over react

JvD - experience is important for
stewards, seminars can only do so
much; we mustn't hide behind
the rules, stewards (and riders)
have to learn on the job

KK - interpretation can be good
or bad; on big championships the
riders would like an open area for
more time; one team trainer can't
train four combinations in one
hour; there should be much more
time and space available

Kyra Kyrklund
TA - big differences between the

disciplines — major crisis last year and we (the FEI) were forced to deal
with dressage stewarding and the other disciplines came after us

DH - all the horses we saw today
went well because no aggression
was shown so not an issue; these
things must be in context. Very
often, this is a dressage problem
rather than a stewarding problem
- aggression must be dealt with
when it's seen - the more the
people in the sport take responsibility David Hunt
the less aggression will be tolerated
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JvD - better social control from the riders and better trained stewards
Janette Hansen - some riders ride as | would like to see, some don't;
it's difficult to have the guts to intervene

JvD - exactly, inexperienced stewards don't dare to intervene so they
need support and training to deal with such situations Richard Davison
- steward intervention is much more commonplace in show jumping
Comment from the floor — one pony rider in the Europeans beat the
horse without any intervention

Photographer - actually there are some bad photos taken over a time
code that should really be shown but, in fact, this tends not to happen
as everyone wants to take and produce good pictures

KK - riders and trainers should also get involved; we've all seen things
that shouldn't go on and perhaps we should all intervene, or be ok with
stewards doing so

TA - we should all have learnt from past experiences that it's necessary
to intervene earlier

Leif Térnblad - when the press finds something, it's easy to be
distracted from the real problems. Critics should go to the stewarding
seminars - what are the real problems and abuses. Be careful that the
focus stays on the real issues so, for instance, an open mouth is easy to
spot but why is it open is the question, perhaps an over tight
noseband?

KK - generally accepted that it is two fingers between horse and
noseband - the problem is more whose fingers and where!

TA - FEl bureau is pursuing other equestrian disciplines to try to bring
more general standards — the abuse that reining horses endure, for
instance, is very difficult to defend. This is a longer process but one
that the FEl has in sight
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KK - show jumping, evening and dressage. How about western and
endurance, they'll probably be next

TA - It's important to take the emotion out of the equation, we need
measures that are meaningful for the horse and work together with
riders, trainers, stewards, judges and other interested parties. Bio-
mechanics, behavioural science, all these things give us more
information and make an impact on our knowledge.

Dressage is vulnerable to criticism; the internet is not going away; lots
of ill informed people; more stewards needed for the current volume of
competitions; clear vision is needed to solve our problems and take the
sport forward. Solutions take time, meanwhile we must regulate the
excesses, deal with them properly and let the world see that we are
implementing better and better systems.

KK - the acceptance of how we use and treat animals has changed but
we must be careful that it doesn't get to the point where horses can't
be ridden at all - some would say that riding is an abuse in itself.

Birgit Popp - good to have frank discussions. Journalists can be riders
and trainers too, and can have much experience within the discipline -
so, actually, we are all on the same side and we report what we see
from our experience

REVIEW OF WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP DRESSAGE

A video of Fuego and Juan M. Mufoz Diaz (Spain) at WEG in Kentucky,
in the GP Freestyle, showed such joie de vivre - the rider likes the
beach and partying - and,
somehow, this comes out when
he rides - he and his horse seem
to have so much fun! Not
everyone likes the way the horse
goes but his attitude and
forwardness give plenty to
admire.

J. Bemelmans, J.M. Mufioz Diaz, J. Domingo
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JEAN FRANCOIS PIGNON

By popular request, GDF
presented something outside the
traditional view of dressage - but
dressage means training - and
JFP shows the ultimate in
training his horses to do as he
asks just with respect, body
language and a whip that he uses
as a pointer. There is an
unforgettable memory (Richard
Davison) having seen JFP and his
troupe of horses crossing the
traffic in the middle of the Paris
rush-hour at the occasion of the
Paris-Bercy international event,
totally obedient and totally
without any tack! Jean Francois Pignon

Then we saw a video of him and his horses on the beach - mind
blowing - no saddles, no bridles, no equipment, special or otherwise -
just the man, his horses, the sea and the beach! What was, in the early
days just one man and his horse, has developed into an internationally
acclaimed, professional, polished performance that keeps audiences
captivated.

JFP talked about his training - the basics are that the horse learns to
respond to the handler's body language, so stopping and starting when
JF does so is the first step. Time and patience as each horse is different
but he doesn't go any further until the horse has confidence and wants
to work with him. JF emphasised that horses should learn to respect
their human and that discipline, consistent and fair, was very
important - JF was definitely the undisputed herd leader.
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He doesn't believe in titbits,
(horses don't give each other
titbits!) he just works with his
horses until total trust is
established, they respect him as
the herd leader and they
understand what he wants them
to do - and then they do it
because, seemingly, they want
to! He leaves them to their own
devices and there is no fighting
or even aggression between
them; in fact, they are quite
aloof with each other, working
together without any histrionics
- this seems to be because he
doesn't appear to favour one over another and doesn't reward them
with food - and the horses know where in the herd hierarchy they
belong. Each horse does various exercises but some have talent in a
particular direction and JF works with that. They certainly all know
the routine and when their turn is over, they return to their position in
the group and just wait.

His horses are calm, obedient but not subservient - their characters are
very much in evidence and the smallest one, as ever, gets away with
the most! At the end of his presentation, JF came on to the platform
leaving his horses in the arena. Eventually, a couple of horses stepped
quietly over the very small barrier to come closer to JF but the small
one actually joined him on the platform, where the pony proceeded to
check out the surroundings and then stood quietly near JF. Everyone
was mesmerised by JF's training and his horses, including your
correspondent, which is why this section is a little short on information
as | was too busy watching rather than writing! | can only imagine
that everyone who saw this presentation wished they had such a
relationship with their own horses. Quite remarkable.
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DAY TWO

Our moderator, Richard Davison, opened proceedings by welcoming
everyone, including some new guests joining us for the second day, and
applauded the open and honest debate of the previous day and hoped
that it would continue.

IDRC & IDTC - PANEL
Kyra Kyrklund; Wayne Channon; David Hunt; Inga Wolframm, David
Stickland

INGA WOLFRAMM

As Trond Asmyr and Frank
Kemperman had said in their
presentation, judging is the hot
issue of the moment - actually, it
has been a hot issue for quite
some time but here the two
organisations, representing
International riders and
international trainers, co-
presented their thoughts and
findings about judging; how it is
now, how it could be, their
questions, their answers and their
conclusions.

Inga Wolfram There is little doubt
that the human inclination is to
base current opinion on previous
experience or knowledge of Inga Wolframm
something or someone. Judges are

no different — and it is important to remember that they are human,
carry great responsibility and are, in general, respected for how they do
a very difficult job. It is also totally human to wish to 'run with the
pack’ and stay within a safety zone to minimise criticism.

A fascinating, technologically complex, video showed the views of a
competitive combination through the eyes of a judge, a trainer and a
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rider. The members of the audience were invited to guess which view
pertained to which person. Almost all of us got it wrong! But it clearly
illustrated the many facets of a test that judges must observe and
consider in making their decisions about the Scales of Training, the
way of going, the riding ability, and the actual performance of
movements - all within seconds. Further, it showed the different
aspects of the test on which a trainer, a judge and a rider focus and
how that differs according to their particular bias and interest. No
wonder there are differences of opinion at the scoreboard!

Leif Térnblad - conformity is one bias that is hard to dispute - safety is
a human concern - being a little different from others is a position to
be defended if founded on sound
knowledge and should be
encouraged

Trond Asmyr - The FEl has a long
way to go to get judging as
objective and sound as possible;
on this basis, any constructive
initiative is welcome

Kyra Kyrklund - anonymous
judging gives more protection,
without the fear of being singled
out, and allows people to judge
what they see rather than who
they see. The Judges Supervisory
Panel seems to be there to
protect judges rather than
competitors

Jennie Loriston-Clarke

Jennie Loriston-Clarke - competitors

can't remain anonymous; by the time they get into the arena at the
bigger competitions, they, and their

previous record, are well known to the media, the spectators and, of
course, the judges
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Bernard Maurel - thought the conclusions with regard to conformity
and bias were dubious; the judging system works all over the world.
The Judges Club should be working with the IDTC and the IDRC
Journalists in the audience felt that there are serious flaws of
transparency in the current system - for instance, the press was not
given detailed judges scores at WEG

TA - There are two reasons, or rules, for this and the matter was one of
interpretation at WEG - the Technical Delegate went with the rule that
says the score sheets are for the competitors only and are not public
property; the other rule gives that the scores should be available.
Detailed scores usually go up at the end of a class. At the top
competitions, each judges score for each movement is on the screens
so the information is already out there

Joep Bartels - there is always some tension between what the sport
wants and what the outside world wants - in favour of reverse order in
the Special to keep the interest up to the end of the class - if the GP
were to be randomly selected (with which KK agrees) then the reverse
order could be used for the Special.

There is some disappointment with the FEI position - this presentation
is based on facts not opinions so why not go with what has been
proved and make the system easier

BM - although the current system is ok, we should always move on

IW - human behaviour is just that and is what | was presenting
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DAVID STICKLAND

As at last year's GDF, David
Stickland produced statistics
based on close analysis of
thousands of GP tests, with
each movement separated out
and looked at in conjunction
with where each judge was
situated and thus the different
perspective each different position David Stickland
produced. There are undoubted

inconsistencies which can't be satisfactorily explained away by the
judges' positions and that leaves conformity or national bias. The
system limits the degree of differentiation between riders which is less
than positive and a code of points seems to be the obvious way
forward.

As the system is, judges work as well as humanly possible within in but
it is subjective and the aim is to reduce this subjectivity to a minimum.
The point of such a presentation of scientific fact is not to beat judges
over the head but to highlight what inconsistencies there are and to
find a way to improve the situation. How statistics and facts are used
is open to debate and argument but the facts do suggest that human
behavioural patterns are limited by the system.
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WAYNE CHANNON

Social, time and technical
pressures on judges on the short
time they have to consider each
movement actually exceeds the
sensible expectations of
information processing
behaviour. Some shortcuts to
more systematic judging of 'more Wayne Channon
or less' what the judge can process

in the time available is something that needs further, and urgent,
investigation.

The complexity of the FEI Guidelines for Dressage Judges is maxed out
so we have a system failure right there, although the handbook should
be the bible from which we see how we can address the changes
needed and create a code of points that simplifies what the handbook
contains. The Guidelines set out a chart from ten to zero of what
qualities each movement should contain to have a certain mark
awarded. Whilst these guidelines are detailed they lack some
precision; what it doesn't say is how to give marks as it doesn't
quantify deductions and this is where it is too much open to individual
interpretation and needs codification.

We are not 'knocking' the judges; we respect what they do within an
imperfect system. We have to find a way to judge accurately that is
‘do-able’ by humans and teachable to all. Another point is that judges
should be appointed by the FEI for the major competitions and it
should not left for organisers to choose the judges and issue
invitations.

To repeat, we need a code of points that will be reliable, objective and
consistent. We appreciate that this is going to take a long time to fix
but something needs to be done; the system as it exists needs more
accountability and objectivity — as it is "it stinks'!
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The GDF Committee did not know
until the first day of the Forum
what is was that the IDTC and the
IDRC had in mind for their
presentation - it would have been
good to include some right of
reply to the International Judges’
Club. We should all be working
together on these issues — where Channon, Wolframm, Stickland,
were the judges’ representatives? Kyrklund, Hunt

TA - In hindsight, the results at WEG should have been available. It
was a mistake and has been rectified. The FEl will learn from this and
will move on. This presentation has been very interesting and the
discussion points around it; however, throwing one system out before a
new system has been totally developed, and shown to work better than
the old one, would be a big mistake and would lead to several years of
chaos - which mustn't be allowed to happen, however strongly
opposing views are expressed.
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WORKING GROUPS
1. Flexchair — horse rider training — Ada Wouters

2. Farriery — Rob Renirie
3. FEl Veterinary Update — Graeme Cooke

FLEXCHAIR

Ada Wouters and Saskia Heijkants
from the Netherlands are both
physiotherapists (and riders)
interested in finding ways to
improve rider stability and correct
posture. Riders need an
awareness of how their bodies
function, how they compensate
for incorrect posture and balance,
and how this can adversely affect
the way they ride and the horses they ride on. Ada Wouters

The concept of the Flexchair came from Australia and New Zealand five
years ago, first developed to help people with acute and chronic back
problems. Initially, there was some resistance to the efficacy of this
chair but things move on and it is now accepted in physiotherapy
schools. It is, however, new to the equestrian world. The chair can
move through 360 degrees, there is a sensor underneath the chair
which connects to the computer so that the results come up on a
screen for physio and rider to see.

Balance and posture are all about muscle motor control, training the
muscle chain and keeping the necessary stability, mobility and
flexibility in the saddle without tension. What very often happens is
that the rider unconsciously compensates for a lack of balance and the
horse receives conflicting messages from the rider's body. This is
where things go wrong between horse and rider; the rider can't follow
the horse's movement and the horse learns to move in the way he must
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in order to deal with the way the rider sits - horses go how they are
ridden!

As with most things, the
Flexchair is not a miracle chair -
it has to be used regularly, in
conjunction with a trainer who
understands what it can do and
who also trains the rider on the
horse. It can be a tremendous
tool in the rehabilitation of riders
after some enforced break from
riding but, again, used on a daily
basis.

Tineke Bartels, Dutch team
trainer, and Maria Henneman, a
member of the Royal Dutch
Committee, spoke about the
usefulness of such a tool for .
riders. Tineke had personal Saskia Heijkants & Natalie Ciapara
experience of seeing a rider, forced

through injury to be more or less inactive for three months, who used
the chair and came back to riding much improved in her position and
able to be effective right away. What this chair does is encourage
riders to develop an independent, balanced position which allows them
to sit in an optimal position on their horse.

Tineke worked with three riders — Pim Candel on Lazio; Michelle van
Lanen on Urchin B and Lilian Merx on Alone - to watch how the riders
used their bodies and comment on their positions, from a trainer's
point of view.

Common problems were a tendency to sit behind the movement, i.e.
leaning back behind the vertical; insufficient core stability to keep in
total balance with a slightly rounded back and the lower legs too far
forward. Such problems are by no means confined to the three riders -
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they are universal and all stem from a lack of correct balance and
posture that force riders to compensate to cope with the movement of
their horses.

On the Flexchair, the riders were shown the blue dot on the centre of
the screen and their task, helped by Ada and Saskia, was to try to get
the dot to remain in the centre by adjusting their balance whilst
moving on the chair in replication of the movement of a horse.

A relaxation of the pelvic floor and control of the movement of
extension and flexion of the pelvis and lower back are needed to move
the chair (and the horse) efficiently; the rider needs to learn which
muscles control what and develop the ability to use just those muscles
and not 'global’ muscle groups. So, it should be possible to move the
pelvis without having the upper body move as well. If the rider is tight
in the muscles of the upper leg, this will preclude the ability to move
the pelvis (and the chair) left and right without also moving the
shoulders and pushing out the hips.

Horses are innately crooked
which is why straightness is in
the Scales of Training. However,
unless riders become aware of
how their body moves and what
is done automatically
(involuntarily), they will be at
least half the problem of the -
horse remaining crooked. So, a Michelle van Lanen
good way to start is to check, with

a physio, for flexibility, mobility and stability, first on the couch, then
on the chair, and finally on the horse because this is really all about
training awareness and co-ordination of riders.

An important aside was to check the fit of the saddle for the horse -
and for the rider - as both are integral to a correctly fitted saddle.

If a rider follows through with this system, then the trainer is able to
say to the rider that they should remember the feel of their improved
balance and awareness on the chair and try to reproduce this feeling

32

Global
Dressage
Forum



Global
Dressage

Forum

on the horse. Tineke remarked that this was one of the best things for
training riders, without their horses, to improve their positions when
riding.

ROB RENIRIE

Rob is a world famous farrier -
he's the official farrier to the
Dutch national teams - as well
as having many international
clients. He is also very down to
earth and takes an educated,
common sense approach to
farriery.

Rob Renirie

Farriers are, sadly, not very often

called in early enough to effect some of the changes now possible to
improve the feet of a foal. Early opportunities are lost and then it is
too late to do other than cope with what nature has provided. There
are not many horses with perfectly straight legs and wonderful
conformation - the natural way of moving will stay and trying to make
things look perfect, when they aren't by nature, is not the way forward.
Horses, their feet and legs, are generally asymmetric and require
compromise - look higher up the leg to see how it is conformed.

Toes that turn in, or out, are more to do with the conformation of the
legs and the joints and the resulting pressures on the tendons,
ligaments and so on. It is not possible to change the internal leg
structure by farriery. Each horse moves differently so each horse needs
individual shoeing and attention with as near to 100% balance as that
horse can be.

Riders and trainers need to be open to what can be done to improve
optimum performance in each horse and accept the limitations that
nature has provided. Farriers should see each horse in movement to
understand better what needs to be done as it's really only possible to
make correct decisions as to the shoeing required if the farrier has seen
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the horse move and observed how the foot comes to the ground in
movement; how the horse uses his legs, what the strengths and
weaknesses are, and it is also helpful to see the horse ridden to observe
what, if any, differences in movement occur. Seeing a horse standing
still does not give the farrier this information!

Balance is all. Weight bearing and pressure need to be the same on
both sides, with the shoe following the shape of the coronary band
with, perhaps, a little bit of support. The shape of the foot reflects the
position of the bones into the foot structure and the pedal bone -
ideally, an xray to see exactly what the internal angles are would be a
great help to the farrier. If the horse has any pain in his feet, he will
adjust his movement which, in turn, goes through the whole body
affecting the way of going and the performance.

These days, there are too many quick fixes — going back to basics and
keeping it simple are really important. Using small nails makes less of
a mess of the feet; it is seldom necessary to use large nails and the
latter do make re-shoeing very difficult as the foot cracks around the
large nail holes. Over-hammering of clips, for instance, damages the
hoof and tightens the structures in the feet. A maximum of 4 or 5
weeks between shoeing is recommended before the feet start to suffer
as the horn has grown and the shoe is no longer where it should be -
in the middle of the foot — and can no longer do a good job. Horses
should not be sore or lame after shoeing. The frog and sole should not
be over cut and should be left to fulfil their function as shock
absorbers. Over cutting leaves the softer inside tissue exposed and
painful. Shoes should not cover any part of the frog as this decreases
the shock absorbing function of the frog.
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Effectively, horses walk on their toes, rather like ballerinas on point,
and bad shoeing adversely
affects the way in which the
tendons can work and transmit
energy to the rest of the horse's
body. Without shoes, a horse
moves in a natural way for that
horse, his conformation and
structure. Shoeing is more about
the way in which a little more
weight on the feet can change the  Rob Renirie in the Question Corner
movement of the horse - for the

sport, not the horse! Flat shoes are better for dressage; concave shoes
means horses can't turn easily, for instance, in pirouettes; flat shoes
make it easier. Shoeing needs to help dressage horses perform the
necessary movements without compromising the internal structures.
Feeding is one aspect that needs a correlation with shoeing - too much
sugar and starch makes horses fat and then the additional weight the
horse is carrying becomes an issue on the legs and feet. Farriers
obviously need to use the knowledge and science that exists; riders,
trainers and owners should also be knowledgeable, so that everyone
knows the why as well as the what. Leading by example is good but
the example needs to be good; seeing something being done doesn't
make it right. Man pees on tree; dog goes home and pees on sofa!

The message is that shoeing is about protecting the feet not trying to
correct what nature has given a horse - the less interference the
better.

Peter Storr asked RR to expand on unshod horses. RR - definitely
better whenever and wherever possible. Horses can, however, get foot
sore with modern travelling, working on hard surfaces, and so on, but
unshod is definitely the healthiest option and develops a far thicker
sole and better frog function.
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GRAEME COOKE - FEI VETERINARY DIRECTOR

Graeme took over his role at the
FEl in 2009 after many years in
equine practice and public
service in the UK. His
responsibilities for the FEI cover
the veterinary standards for all
FEI events, including science and
welfare policies, the movement
of horses worldwide and the Graeme Cooke
provision of veterinary officials.

He has been leading on the FEI Clean Sport Initiative which covers the
rules and strategies needed to protect equestrian sport now and in the
future.

The FEIl and the veterinary world have seen many changes over recent
times so GC aimed to provide updates and discuss the challenges
facing the equestrian world from a veterinary, and FEl, standpoint.
Over the last 10 years, equestrian sport has seen a 300% increase in
participation worldwide. WEG saw the largest commercial movement
of horses over the Atlantic ever — 800 horses — an outstanding feat in
its own right and a challenge for all concerned. Equestrian business
and sport are thriving and the FEl is making the changes that will
prepare it well for the future, in terms of rules, sports negotiation, and
communication, providing a level playing field for all.

Sport is, in the main, heroic but care is needed that the public is kept
on side and so public perception, and horse welfare, are paramount.
Horse welfare maintains the integrity of the spirit of the sport.

Under this main heading come various others: doping; medication;
disease control; identification methods; security; transparency; valid
deterrents; information; communication; database; athletes guidelines;
rules and regulations fit for purpose.
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Doping and medication used to be about low levels of drugs that didn't
affect performance and were at insignificant levels. As with humans,
all that has now changed and just keeping up with pharmaceutical
advances is a challenge. Drugs intended for human use have no place
in the equestrian world and such substances are banned outright. The
FEI works closely with the World Anti-doping Agency (WADA) in this
regard.

There is a permanent list of banned substances, much bigger than the
list for humans, which is reviewed and added to annually. This forms
the basis of an easily understood guide for athletes. This approach has
already seen levels of positive doping cases substantially reduced. Any
person caught using drugs on the banned list, whether for humans or
equines, faces a two year ban; a lesser ban is in force for controlled
medications. The number of people around a horse who can be
culpable in this regard has been widened.

There is a second list which itemises those substances that deal with
preventative and restorative joint therapies and other medications
which are permitted at controlled levels for administration by
veterinary surgeons.

Levels of testing are compulsory for winning team members and more
randomly for members of the top placed teams, and also randomly for
competitors during the course of an event. Testing can be done after
vet inspections and after competition, and all this provides a fair and
transparent system of testing. Intelligence based testing of those
people on the list of suspect individuals also adds to the overall
fairness. A clean sport is essential and is one of the main aims of the
FEl and, in particular, its Veterinary Director.

There is a more global approach to medication testing, see above, and
medication logbooks are compulsory for all international competitors.
Policy based detection levels mean that worldwide the detection levels
are the same and thus quality of testing is assured. Laboratory
harmonisation is an important element in this and lessons have been
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learnt from WADA. Offenders must be identified early and punished
accordingly and any conflicts of interest must be dealt with fairly and
in accordance with the FEI guidelines. Together with the emphasis on
medication control comes much tighter and more stringent stable
security, which is now much more sophisticated in line with modern
developments in this field. CCTV and tighter stewarding contribute to
this.

The FEl is undertaking a full review of everything pertaining to horse
welfare - medication control, effective security and stewarding -
improving standards and consistency to make sure that the
professionalism of the policing of the sport is of the highest standard
throughout equestrian sport.

All information is, or will be, on the FEI website and freely available to
all, with instant access to necessary information - FEI Clean Sport. The
aim is make it easy for everyone and have the new protocols accepted
and become part of everyday life.

The registration of veterinary
surgeons allowed to treat horses
at competitions now has a
requirement that such surgeons
have attended an official FEl
course by 2010. At FEl events,
only medication given to horses
at a designated stable under the
supervision of an FEl registered vet will be deemed acceptable; any
medication given outside these parameters is likely to be suspect, not
acceptable and will lead to sanctions against the perpetrators.

This leads to the development of testing selected horses inside and
outside of competition to monitor and control the medication such
horses receive and this aspect is also under current review..
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Welfare of the horse is in the eye of the beholder as different people
see different things in different ways; however, whatever the reasons
for such differences, it is essential that FEI guidelines and regulations
allow for the public perception of our sport to be transparent, clear and
clean.

Our harmony within the sport and our understanding of the horse and
the sport must be second to none; we need to understand the levels of
injuries and the prevention of them; the effect of international travel;
the effect of frequent competition and the stresses and strains of high
level sport. Fox hunting, fur farming, battery chickens, veal calf
farming, hyperflexion - the perception of all these things by a largely
uneducated public must be a warning to equestrian sport that we must
be in a place to be able to defend all levels of our sport. We mustn't
find ourselves reacting, we must be proactive. If we don't successfully
regulate our sport, others will do it for us and that is not an acceptable
outcome. Multi-media is with us and images can be sent round the
world in a matter of seconds - sensationalism sells, good practice
doesn't and this is where we need to be.

The issue of anti-inflammatory drugs in competition has been on, off
and is now suspended again, pending further investigation and
information. The FEI Congress brought together all interested parties
and all the presentations are available on the FEI website - NSAIDS.
Such meetings provide knowledge and give us the information and
wisdom to make the right decisions. Research is not as extensive as it
could be but there are bio-mechanical studies out there to see how
much lameness is alleviated by the use of NSAIDS. Modern dosages
are much lower than they were and thus detection times are shorter;
new guidance reviews are necessary to bring detection times into line.
With the new generation of NSAIDS out there, there isn't the
conclusive research evidence available but, in general, these newer
drugs should be better for the horse.

Disease control is much more of a concern now that international
movement of horses is much increased and more commonplace;
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climate change is an issue together with political considerations and
constantly evolving and emerging diseases, about which not enough is
known. We must put in place now the necessary measures to ensure
that competition horses can be moved, in a controlled safe way, to
wherever the competitions are held. When the Asian Games were held,
local horses were evacuated to establish a horse free zone around the
competition site; then a second zone was created where access was
strictly controlled so that horse and disease free zones were available
for the competition and then, afterwards, these could be used as
permanent disease free zones for the movement of horses to and from
China.

Finally, we need to seize the welfare high ground and ensure that we
can never be accused of making horses compete when they're not in
top form and ready to perform. All of us risk being part of a threat to
our sport if we're not vigilant, all of us have a role to play. It's really
about making sure we have a secure foundation now and in the future.

Q&A

How can we ensure that normal vets put everything in logbooks? At a

show does showing a filled in passport help in any way? The logbook is
separate from the passport and there's no obligation to hand it over; in
racing logbooks aren't passed on.

It's an advantage to bringing the logbook as well as the passport to an
event and nice as a backup in case evidence is required

Will the majority of federations bring NSAID medication into line?
Aspiration is good and exceptions are possible but eventually every
federation would have to come in line.

With NSAIDS it's more about adding to the existing regulations that
everyone knows about at present, so the guidelines are there so that
people know where the boundaries are. Whilst NSAIDS are obviously
allowed between competitions and, in human sport, the number of
athletes on anti-inflammatories at any one time is roughly 80%, the
FEI does not recommend their use.
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LET'S MEET EDWARD GAL
Edward Gal & Nicole Werner - Interview with Richard Davison

The Forum presents a good mix
of hard facts, subjective matters
of opinion, super horses, and
emotions, happy and sad. On
the second day of the Forum's
10" anniversary, Richard
Davison interviewed Edward Gal
and Nicole Werner, together :
with Sophie and Lola, two N. Werner, E. Gal, R. Davison
delightful young Spaniels who

showed a complete lack of concern at the heightened emotions around
them!

il ¥

Totilas had left for his new home in Germany only 12 hours previously
and Edward found it very hard to say much on the subject. However,
he gave some inkling into the character of the horse who carried him
to such world acclaim. Totilas came to Edward as a very explosive 6
year old with so much power that the slightest leg aid had him taking
off at speed! He was totally flexible and gymnastic but, initially,
produced too much energy; he needed very good training and riding to
channel his enthusiasm.

As Nicole said, such quality and ability brings with it a corresponding
degree of responsibility so that the horse has time to develop his
confidence, strength and trust.

Totilas was so hot and sensitive that Edward could hardly touch him
with his legs which made riding him a challenge; the second challenge
was to find a way to requlate the tempo control. Nicole remarked how
irritating it was when Totilas was criticised for being less active behind
than in front in his extensions - in fact, she said, the reverse was true;
it wasn't that he didn't do enough behind but rather that he did too
much in front; any more from behind would have had his hindlegs
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touching his stomach! He wasn't trained particularly deep and round;
rather the concentration was on keeping the connection from behind
to the rein. He had a good walk but liked to look around in extended
walk which thus didn't always get the highest marks. He can sit so
much that his front legs were often in danger of coming off the ground
which made some of the extreme transitions difficult initially.
Interestingly, Edward finds riding one time changes a challenge so
everyone was thrilled that they came off to well in Kentucky as they
hadn't been so good in the warmup.

Edward felt that there was still
more to come in terms of
relaxation and balance and this
was, perhaps, the saddest
element of the sale of this
amazing horse. Totilas could
become tense and then, Edward
said, the only thing to do was to
sit very quiet and still. Nicole Werner

As a professional rider it comes with the territory that someone will
eventually come along with an offer too big to refuse. In this way,
Edward lost the rides on Ravel and Lingh. Everyone knew the theory,
and there were certainly enough rumours but, in the end, it came just a
week after Kentucky, which was a shock. Will someone else take the
ride? and Edward and Nicole didn't want to think about this - the loss
was still too raw.

Edward works all day alongside his partner, Hans Peter Minderhoud, so
when they get home to their farmhouse a couple of minutes from the
yard, the last things they talk about are horses and dressage. No
smoking or drinking for Edward these days, just a good, comfortable,
private home life. He rides most mornings, then teaches and enjoys
watching the improvement and progress of his pupils. Nicole reminded
him that his partying days ceased when they started to work together;
no time or energy left for his former carefree life. She's the manager
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and trainer; Edward and Hans Peter do the riding; the three of them
work together, without outside help, and find that their system works
well for them.

Edward and Hans Peter chose not to watch the video of Totilas in
Kentucky and went instead to prepare Edward's ride for his
demonstration of training with Nicole.

TRAINING NOVICE AND EXPERIENCED HORSES
Edward Gal & Nicole Werner

Edward rode Lord of Loxley, a 10
year old Rheinlander stallion
(Lord Sinclair/Warkant), bred in
Belgium, trained in Germany and
now ridden by Australia's Brett
Parbury. Edward is training this
talented horse, who has big
expressive paces, while Brett is
back home and Edward has only
worked with the horse for a few
weeks.

Edward rode him in the warmup
with very little power and small
steps so that the horse had time
to find and establish his own
balance. In common with lots of
stallions, the horse can come
behind the leg and so Edward made Edward Gal
sure that he reacted immediately to

his leg, riding him long and low so that the stallion learns to drop his
neck, stretching forwards to a light but definite contact. With Totilas,
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Edward didn't do much long and low work but he has found that Lord
of Loxley finds it easier to react forwards when long and low.

Control of the neck is important and Edward wants the horse to learn
that, when he puts his hands lower, the horse should follow the rein
even more forwards/downwards — something new to the stallion as he
wasn't trained like this before. Edward and Nicole both agree that
control of the neck, the connection from behind and tempo control are
most important.

After the warmup, Edward prefers to sit to the trot; Nicole suggested
that it might be more that Edward is often on the wrong diagonal!
She's very down to earth, extremely observant and quite unconcerned
about Edward's ego! Much is made of working on and back within the
paces whilst keeping the rhythm and tempo, concentrating on keeping
the horse connected from behind to the contact. Flexion and bend are
next and this can lead to some loss of balance and a correspondingly
heavier feel on the reins. This must be addressed before any further
progression is possible and is a matter of time and patience to re-
establish the balance and lighter contact. The horse should stay
straight in his body while bending equally to left and right, in true
bend and in counter bend. These basics are repeated in the canter
work with the quality of the canter less important until everything is in
place, then the quality comes.

After this work, Edward raises the head and neck slightly as the
exercises can be too difficult for the horse if they're attempted in too
low an outline - the trick is to find the frame in which the horse can
best balance and, in fact, the horse gives the answer. The connection
to the hand must be firm enough to feel, not pulling but also not so
light that there is no actual contact and thus no control. Giving the
inside rein forward checks the balance and also that the horse remains
on the outside rein. The horse must wait for the rider's aids and learn
to be controlled.

44



Global
Dressage
Forum

Relaxation in between exercises is important but Edward reserves total
freedom 'for the field' so the horse is encouraged to stretch
forwards/downwards but is not given a completely loose rein.

Before lateral work, Edward establishes the inside bend; the neck
should be soft and the horse round the inside leg and upright to the
outside rein so that he's in both reins before going sideways. Nicole
emphasised that it's important to have some straight strides after any
lateral movements to ensure control of the shoulders and the
haunches. Setting up the bend through a corner, or on a volte,
prepares the horse to be ridden forwards, sideways. If the bend is lost,
it's better to turn away or circle to re-establish bend before continuing.
The horse shouldn't hang away from the direction of travel as this
means the bend is not good enough and he isn't off the inside leg into
the outside hand and has lost the forwardness.

Likewise, straightness on the
diagonal lines is established
before starting changes and they
should be ridden small enough
initially so that straightness and
balance are not compromised
and the horse doesn't take over.
Instant reward when the work is
done well helps to give the horse
the self-confidence he needs in
this work.

Balance is the main issue with
Lord of Loxley and Edward finds
that this goes through into piaffe
and passage. This work is done
from the saddle with piaffe first,
initially from half-steps in walk. Edward Gal
Edward prefers to use a whip so that

leg aids aren't overdone but this depends on the individual horse;
working close to the wall helps with balance and straightness. When
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the horse is calm in the work, the inner track is used so that there is
still some support from the wall but less so. Relaxation is the key and
the rider should be content with a few steps done with the neck where
the horse finds it easiest. Sometimes a bit of tension can help with
this work but only as much as the rider can contain without the horse
becoming strong

and boiling over. A few

steps, then on, then a few more -
just playing in and out, on and
back, so that the horse learns to
trust and gain confidence.

At the end, the neck is put lower
again allowing the horse to stretch
and relax, still keeping tempo
control.

When everything's in harmony,
that's the time to ask for tempi
changes, extensions in trot, piaffe
and passage to show off the horse's
immense power and expression.

E. Gal, N. Werner, H.P. Minderhoud
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PANEL DISCUSSION
Jennie Loriston-Clarke; Dirk Willem Rosie; Arthur Kottas

JLC - a very good demonstration of training, just what | wanted to see

AK - harmony, philosophy, the
way everyone wants to see. What
about the German/Dutch
differences in training?

EG - more to do with adaption to
the horse

NW - not just one system, in fact
not really possible to ride with
one system; as soon as you keep
to one system you won't be able
to ride every horse

AK - more to do with a good way of Dirk Willem Rosie
riding or a bad way of riding.
Your

way is good.

DwR - in the past protocols have
been established but training
should be that the horse is a
happy athlete, and abide by that
law, so that the horse's welfare
comes first. You went such a
long way forward with Totilas but
your work wasn't finished with
him - that's the saddest part -
“the work of art is not finished".

Arthur Kottas
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Jo Hinnemann - wrong riding or right riding, the horse has to be happy
and everything has to function, and must fit horse and rider

JLC - liked the work on control of the walk, although it could be
considered controversial, but something that should be promoted
because of the control that went through all the paces and the work
David Hunt - 'bloody fantastic'!

Richard Davison - thanks for the journey and for what you and Totilas
did for our sport

Their parting comment "we'll be back and try to stay on this level

with future horses”. Not a dry eye in the house, as Richard
commented.

Support

A big thank you to the sponsors and partners for their loyal
support:

International Dressage Trainer Club - IDTC
Royal Dutch Equestrian Federation - KNHS
Mrs. L. Sonnenberg (Switzerland)
dressagedirect, (the Netherlands)

Dressage Today (USA)

Meggle Group (Germany)

Mr and Mrs Bartels (the Netherlands)
Bechtolsheimer Family (United Kingdom)
Altez Group (Belgium)

Text:  Andrea Hessay
Photo's: Sjoert Pegge

48



sjoert.com

EMQ
QOPTIMI

The 2010 Global Dressage Forum tackles the
tough issues.

By Karen Robinson
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he 10th Global Dressage

Forum (GDF), which

takes place annually at

the Academy Bartels in

the south of Holland,
may have been the most successful
yet. Attendance numbers were up,
dialogue was unfettered, and the
atmosphere was one of optimism
for the future. How impressive then,
that all this took place after the 2010
Forum'’s star attraction cancelled at
the last minute.

Edward Gal on Totilas had been
the anticipated star on the agenda as
a featured trainer for many months—
a triple world record holder on the
world’s greatest dressage horse. But,
only three days after the closing
of the World Equestrian Games in

LEFT: Olympian Kyra Kyrklund talks
with GDF founder Joep Bartels. FEI
Dressage Director Trond Asmyr
BELOW: World Champion Edward
Gal rode Lord of Loxley with Nicole
Werner on the ground.



Kentucky, the news rocketed around

the world that Totilas had been sold to
German breeder and dealer Paul Schock-
emoehle. Totilas would not be at the
GDF after all. In fact, by October 26th,
when Gal arrived to give his presenta-
tion, Totilas was no longer even at his
stable, having been shipped to Germany
just the day before.

Gal did more than show the world
his training approach; he demonstrated
the stoicism and determination to not
let the devastating loss get in the way of
his commitments or his career. For the
350 assembled trainers, riders, officials
and media, disappointment at not seeing
Totilas quickly faded over the two days
of demonstrations and discussions.

Enthusiasm for the GDF seemed to
be waning over the previous two years,
and after the 2009 event, the Forum'’s
creator Joep Bartels was disheartened at
the low turnout and financial loss he
incurred. At the end of the 2010 Forum,
however, he was inspired once more.

“Thank goodness we had a little more fi-
nancial help this year,” he said. “But the
moral support we received is even more
important.” Bartels was pleased to have
more support from the FEI than ever
before with the presence of FEI Dres-
sage Director Trond Asmyr and Graeme
Cooke, the FEI's veterinary director.
“The riders were also back after many
years,” Bartels said. “Their contribution
to the Firing Line session and involve-
ment is so important.” He had just one
concern this year: there were fewer
judges than in the recent past, which
he feared was due to an impression

the judges had been singled out and
attacked at previous forums. Neverthe-
less, there were still enough FEI judges
in the audience and on discussion
panels to ensure representation from all
stakeholder groups — one of GDF’s main
objectives. Moderator Richard Davison
once again kept the question-and-
answer sessions lively with humor and
provocative comments.

Johnny Hilberath

It’s a mainstay topic of the Global
Forum—classical versus modern, Dutch
versus German—and consensus remains
elusive. The trainer line-up virtually
guaranteed further debate on whether
there are fundamental differences

and whether one system is superior to
another. Jonny Hilberath was appointed
a German Team Trainer early in 2010;
his role is to work on a regular basis
with members of the German team

and report to head team trainer Holger
Schmezer. Hilberath’s presentation,
called “Dressage is a Brain Sport,” was
the opening act of the 2010 forum. At
the end of the second day, Edward Gal
and his business partner Nicole Werner
gave a demonstration titled “The World
Champion training one of his horses.”
Both sessions demonstrated the highest
level of horsemanship and skill, but a
comment from Danish judge Leif Torn-
blad summed up his belief: Never mind
Dutch versus German; there are many

Trainer Johnny Hilberath works with Belgian FEl rider Julie De Deken (a student of Tineke Bartels) during the GDF.
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The Educators

n tune with the Global Dressage Forum'’s objective to educate, there were
| several workshop-style presentations that broke the audience into small
groups for better interaction between spectators and speakers.

Rob Renirie, Dutch team farrier, returned in 2010 by popular demand
following positive feedback from his 2009 presentation. He gave a lecture
about the perils of making too many changes to the natural physiology
of a horse’s hoof. “You have to look at the whole horse, not just the feet,”
he said at the start of his presentation, which included photos of his most
famous dressage customers: Totilas, Parzival and Salinero.

Stressing the importance of taking care of a horse’s feet from a young
age, Renirie explained that problems can arise when a horse is a foal if the
feet are not trimmed correctly. Trimming itself was a key message in Reni-
rie’s presentation. “It’s like cutting hair: cutting one side two short and then
the other until the whole foot is too short. The shoe is there to protect the
trimming. And you can’t make a Ferrari out of a Fiat.”

Renirie criticized farriers who try to change the angles or way of mov-
ing with special shoes. “You can’t do corrective shoeing that goes against
the horse’s anatomy,” he said. When asked about keeping a horse barefoot,
he said, “It’s best without shoes, but it’s hard to go barefoot after they have
been shod. Without a shoe, the sole is thicker and stronger. Blood supply
and function are better barefooted but, practically, it doesn’t often work.”

Graeme Cooke, FEI veterinary director, was another repeat presenter
from 2009. He spoke on doping and medication from the FEIL In addition to
going over the improvements the FEI has made to its doping and medica-
tion policies, Cooke addressed the highly controversial subject of using
Non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs) in competition.

Cooke explained the process that led—just 10 days later at the FEI Gen-
eral Assembly—to the decision to continue banning NSAIDs in competition.
In spite of some useful research conducted in the United States, there is in-
sufficient scientific evidence about side effects that could have an impact on
welfare, as well as possible performance enhancement. The FEI NSAID Con-
gress in August 2010 concluded that without enough hard facts in-hand, it
would be irresponsible to allow the use of NSAIDs in competition. Cooke
went on to say that studies will soon be under way to determine detection
times on current average dosages of NSAIDs, which are generally much
lower than they were when the existing detection times were put in place.
“I can assure you the withdrawal times will almost certainly be shorter, and
we will share this information as soon as we have it.”

Ada Wouters and Saskia Heijkants, two Dutch physiologists, demon-
strated the use of the FlexChair, which has two different three-dimensional
moving systems for gathering information about a rider that is fed into a
software program, which provides analysis on posture related to back and
pelvic problems. The analysis provides a starting point for creating personal
training programs that result in a better seat. Members of the audience were
invited to participate in an on-the-spot analysis of their positions.
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roads to Rome. “I'm happy I'm not judg-
ing the warm-up. There are many ways
to reach the target.”

At last year’s forum, a new concept
was introduced in which a well-known
trainer was placed in the spotlight work-
ing, not with his own pupils, but with
horses and riders he had not seen before.
Steffen Peters had been the first trainer
to work in that challenging setting, and
his success ensured the format would be
back again in 2010.

Hilberath had just one opportunity
to work with the three horses and their
riders before going before the audi-
ence with his presentation. He began
by explaining that, as a young rider, he
had spent too much time working in
isolation. He learned from trial and error
instead of from masters, such as the late
Herbert Rehbein, who ultimately became
one of his greatest mentors. “When you
are alone, you do a lot wrong. It takes
a long time to correct. I'm frustrated
about how much time I wasted. I try
to help riders not waste that time.”
Hilberath’s approach is based on a three-
point principle of “balance, energy and
rideability,” but he also says the unique
characteristics of each horse—its body,
temperament and ability—are what re-
ally shapes each training program.

The presentation created an interest-
ing situation: a German team trainer
working with Dutch riders whose own
trainers, Imke Schellekens-Bartels and
Tineke Bartels, sat in the audience. Hil-
berath was tactful and patient with his
new students. A fluent English speaker,
he coped well with the occasional lapse
in communication when he directed a
rider whose English was not adequate to
understand what he said. As each horse
came into the ring, he explained what
he had observed the previous day and
pointed out the issues that he regarded
as most important to improve.

The word “tension” came up re-
peatedly as Hilberath talked about the
horses, which were either nervous in



the atmosphere of the arena or tended
to carry tension naturally in their ways
of going. There was some evidence of a
difference in the Dutch style of riding as
compared with the German way.

Hilberath made frequent positional
corrections to riders, telling them to
bring the lower legs back under their
hips. He also repeatedly told them to
soften their inside rein. “My idea is to
support the horse with the inside leg
and outside rein,” he said to one rider.
“You make it a little bit more difficult
with the inside rein.” As a Grand Prix
rider worked on improving her horse’s
self-carriage in the canter, Hilberath
said, “Don’t be afraid his head will fall
off if you don’t hold it. Dare to take him
back then leave him alone in front.”
Hilberath often told riders to pat their
horses’ necks with their inside hands—
another way to convey the importance
of a yielding inside rein.

During the question period following
his presentation, Hilberath made the
comment, “Now it gets difficult” when
Bartels raised her hand to ask a ques-
tion. He had spent enough time correct-
ing the riders’ aids and positions to give
an impression that he was not entirely
in agreement with the way the riders
had been trained. However, Bartels was
polite and positive with her comments,
which were reinforced by her daughter
Imke. “Jonny worked with the girls
yesterday,” she said. “One of them was
really nervous. He gave her a lot of con-
fidence and today she trusted him.”

Edward Gal & Nicole Werner
Gal'’s presentation was prefaced by

an emotional interview with Richard
Davison. It was evident that Gal was
not ready to talk openly about the loss
of Totilas. “It’s really difficult. Right
now it’s better not to talk about it,” he
said. When a video of his Grand Prix
Special ride in Kentucky was shown,
Gal excused himself. Instead, Nicole
‘Werner, who has become Gal'’s stable

Naturally Inspiring

he evening guest performer at the 2010

Global Dressage Forum (GDF) was France’s
Jean Francois Pignon and his herd of gray
mares. Pignon is internationally renowned and
a popular showman at equestrian events world-
wide. His presentation, set to the haunting
music of Loreena McKennitt, involved working
the horses from the ground and on their backs
using nothing but body language and a whip.

Used to questioning everything from the
point of view of conven-
tional dressage training, the
audience was curious about
Pignon’s methods. Through
a translator, he explained his
guiding principles: “Number
one is respect,” he said. “They
are like children. If they don’t
respect you, it won’t work.
But also like children, there
must be a lot of love.”

The other principle that
came as a surprise to almost
everyone is that he “teaches
the horses to come toward
the discomfort.” Traditional
training works on the prin- #
ciple of making the horse . ‘
yield away from pressure— Jean Francgois Pignon delights the GDF.
from the leg, rein or whip.

Pignon trains his horses to move toward the whip, rewarding them with a
cessation of the aid.

Top Dutch rider/trainer Tineke Bartels had been deeply impressed watch-
ing Pignon work with his horses at the Academy Bartels in the days leading
up to the GDF. “He walks around like a shepherd with his sheep,” she said.
“He’s with them all day and he does everything for them. One lesson a dres-
sage rider can learn from him is that he is really consistent. He never goes to
the next thing before he gets what he asked for.” Pignon’s non-traditional
methods fit the theme of the 2010 Forum in one important way: They in-
spired the audience and encouraged them to see horses in a new way.

manager and eye on the ground over less easy for Totilas: lengthening the

the past five years, talked about the ride  frame in the extended trot and tempi
as the video played. She talked openly

about the movements that have been great ease with which Totilas appears
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Barbara Schnell

changes that don’t swing. In spite of the

to
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Edward Gal, Hans Peter Minderhoud
and Nicole Werner address the GDF.

perform the passage and piaffe, Werner
explained that was not always the case.
“We had difficulty with the transition
into passage from the piaffe because he
was sitting too much. We always tried
to let him go forward into piaffe and
keep really tiny strides.” The video was
no substitute for seeing Totilas live, but
Gal’s and Werner’s willingness to come
to the GDF so soon after what Werner
described as a “shock out of the blue”
was nothing short of admirable.

In place of Totilas, Gal brought Lord
of Loxley (Lord Sinclair x Landadel)
as his demonstration mount. He had
been riding the dark bay stallion, whose
usual rider is Australian Brett Parbury,
for only a few weeks; this was the pair’s
first outing. The stallion was nervous in
front of the audience, but Gal was still
able to demonstrate schooling of all
the Grand Prix movements during his

45-minute session.

Because of his anxiety, Lord of Lox-
ley became quite sweaty on the neck
and shoulders. Gal twice stopped to
have the sweat scraped off, but it was
obvious the sweat was not a result of
overwork. The horse was given fre-
quent walk breaks while Gal or Werner
talked about their methods. Gal rode
the stallion in what would be consid-
ered a deep-and-low frame by anyone’s
standards, and yet there was no sense
that the neck position was forced or
unnatural. “I want to feel that he can
drop the neck—that I don’t have to
hold him there—and that I can relax
the reins without him coming up.
When he comes up, he gets hollow in
the back,” said Gal. “Some horses I ride
really low. This horse needs to go really
low to relax, not short in the neck.” Gal
emphasized one point in common with
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Hilberath: that each horse is unique and
the training approach must be tailored
to fit each individual.

There was an atmosphere of ease and
informality between Gal and Werner.
When Gal mentioned that he found it
easier to sit the trot than rise, Werner
joked that it was “because you are
always on the wrong diagonal.” The
German-versus-Dutch question arose
early in the demonstration, when Gal
said, “This horse was trained in Germa-
ny and we changed it. German training
is a little bit different to what we do.”
The comment didn’t go unchallenged.
During question period, Arthur Kottas
was careful to compliment Gal on the
“harmony” of his methods before ask-
ing him what he meant by a “difference
between German and Dutch training.”

“I said it was different from how
I train,” Gal corrected. “I have been

riding this horse for only four weeks. I
don’t want to be put into some kind of
place where people say ‘you train like
this’ or ‘you train like that’.”

Werner gave her perspective: “We are
not thinking that there is one system. I
think that when you say you are riding
in a system, that is already wrong.”

Legendary trainer Johann
Hinnemann was the next trainer to
speak up. “I totally agree with Arthur
Kottas. There is only good riding and
bad riding. There is no straight system,
only what works for the horses.” If
there is any conclusion to be drawn
from this latest chapter in the debate
of one system versus another, it’s that
there are two divergent philosophies:
Gal and Hinnemann are in the group
that believe it’s missing the point to try
and categorize a trainer’s methods as
being German or Dutch, classical

or modern. But the fact that the discus-
sion continues to take place proves
there is another group of people who
believe there must be fundamental dif-
ferences that follow nationalistic

or traditional lines.

The demonstration with Gal and
Werner concluded the 2010 Global
Dressage Forum. As Richard Davison
asked the audience to show their ap-
preciation, the room was immediately
on its feet in a prolonged, tearful stand-
ing ovation. “We are really determined
to go on and we will stay on this level
with other horses,” said Werner in
response to such a spontaneous expres-
sion of support from the world’s
dressage community. 1=

Next month: Global Dressage Forum, Part
2: The judging and stewarding systems
caught in the cross hairs.
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Das Pferd gibt den Weg vor

Zum zehnten Mal wurde das Global Dressage Forum veranstaltet.

Das Pferd gibt den Weg vor - darin zu-
mindest waren sie sich einig, Jonny Hil-
berath, deutscher Assistenz-Bundestrainer,
und Edward Gal, aktuell noch der erfolg-
reichste Dressurreiter der Welt, der lange
bei ,Rollkur"-Erfinder Sjef Janssen trainiert
hat. Die Biihne, auf der sie beide ihre Ar-
beitsweise préasentierten, war das Global
Dressage Forum in Hooge Mierde vor den
Toren Eindhovens, das in diesem Jahr zum
zehnten Mal Dressurfreunde aus aller Welt
zum Gedankenaustausch einlud. Leider fallt
dabei jedes Jahr aufs Neue auf, mit welcher
Konsequenz die deutschen Dressurreiter
und -ausbilder dieser Veranstaltung fern-
bleiben, wahrend es gleichzeitig beein-
druckt, mit welcher Offenheit sich die gast-
gebende Familie Bartels dem ,Anderen”
stellt. In diesem Jahr war es Imke Schelle-
kens-Bartels, die drei ihrer Schiilerinnen fiir
eine Trainingseinheit mit Jonny Hilberath
zur Verfligung stellte und dann von der
Bande aus zusah, wie dieser die durch und
durch ,holldndisch” geschulte Reiterinnen
aufforderte, weniger mit der Hand einzu-
wirken und die Pferde von hinten nach vorn
zu arbeiten. ,Lass ihm Platz fir seinen kraf-
tigen, langen Hals" oder: ,Kontrolliere den
Galopp tiber den Sitz, nicht tiber die Hand"
oder: ,Keine Angst, dass ihm der Kopf ab-
fallt, wenn du die Ziigel langer lasst", lau-

- g

Jonny Hilberath stellte deutliche Forderungen.

teten einige seiner freundlichen, aber deut-
lichen Aufforderungen an die belgische
Nachwuchsreiterin Julie de Deken, die in
Aachen die U25-Tour dominierte und gera-
de von einem erfolgreichen Start in Oden-
se zuriickgekehrt war. Es gehe im Training
darum, dem Pferd Sicherheit zu vermitteln,
so Hilberath, der in de Deken eine Schiile-
rin fand, die seine Anweisungen schnell
und mit sichtbarem Erfolg umsetzen konn-
te. ,Trau dich, deine Grenzen immer wei-
ter zu stecken — wie weit kannst du gehen,

Edward Gals Vorstellung dhnelte und zeigte zugleich Unterschiede zu Hilberaths Anspriichen.

PferdeSport International | 24.2010

wie weit kannst du ihn allein lassen?” Denn
das ultimative Ziel, die Selbsthaltung, sei
gleichbedeutend mit Selbstbewusstsein fiir
das Pferd.

Lufriedener Lord of Loxley

Genau so unaufgeregt arbeitete einen Tag
spater Edward Gal den zehnjéhrigen Lord-
Sinclair-Sohn Lord of Loxley, die Olympia-
Hoffnung des Australiers Brett Parbery.
Und gerade weil die entspannte Grund-
stimmung seiner Vorfithrung und sein An-
spruch, mit konstanter Verbindung zum
Pferdemaul zu reiten, denen des deutschen
Ausbilders so dhnelten, konnten die grund-
satzlichen Unterschiede um so deutlicher
werden. Zwar erinnerte Gals Reitweise kei-
ne Sekunde lang dem extremen Uberdeh-
nen, wie man es von Sjef Janssens aktuellen
Schiilern kennt, aber es war dennoch klar,
dass hier nicht das Pferd ans Gebiss heran-
treten soll, sondern sich der Reiter das Ge-
biss nimmt, dass hier nicht ein Herandeh-
nendas Ziel ist, das man auch tiber das tiefe
Einstellen erreichen kann, sondern dass es
um standige aktive Kontrolle mit der Hand
geht. Und so zufrieden Lord of Loxley wah-
rend der Vorfiihrung wirkte, so deutlich war
gleichzeitig zu sehen, wie sehr zum Beispiel
sein Takt im Galopp unter dieser von vorn
nach hinten wirkenden Reitweise litt.
Schade nur, dass die Veranstaltung dann
doch nicht so weit ging, die beiden Ausbil-
der in einen Dialog miteinander zu bringen
und sie die Hintergriinde ihrer Herange-
hensweise erklaren zu lassen. Denn auch in
ihrer Kernaussage, dass es kontraproduktiv
sei, ein Pferd nach einem ,System” arbeiten
zu wollen, sondern dass immer das Pferd
mit seinem Korperbau und seinem Tempe-
rament den Weg vorgeben miisse, waren
sich Jonny Hilberath und Edward Gal fast
wortwdrtlich einig.

Deutlich weniger gelassen ging es zu als
Moderator Richard Davison den frisch ge-
backenen Dreifach-Weltmeister und seine
Trainerin Nicole Werner nach ihren Erfah-
rungen mit Totilas fragte. Erst tags zuvor
war der Hengst aus dem Stall in Harskamp



In Diskussionen gefesselt zum Thema Richten:
Frank Kemperman und Trond Asmyr.

abgeholt worden, und Gal machte aus sei-
nem Herzen keine Mordergrube: ,It's just
shit!" schimpfte er, war jedoch schon bei
Davisons nachster Frage, ob er sich vor-
stellen kdnne, wer Totilas jetzt reiten wird,
den Tranen nah: ,Ich wei es nicht, und ich
mochte auch gar nicht dariiber nachden-
ken." Nicole Werner bestatigte, dass der
Verkauf des Hengstes aus heiterem Him-
mel gekommen sei. ,Wir wussten, dass er ir-
gendwann verkauft werden wiirde, aber wir
hatten keine Ahnung, dass etwas im Busch
war. Sie haben ihn nicht einmal ausprobiert.
Eigentlich ist es mir so aber lieber — lie-
ber dieses abrupte Ende als einer Karawa-
ne von Reitern zusehen zu miissen, die ihn
probereiten.”

Anlehnung - das A und 0

Wahrend Gal in den Sattel von Lord of Lox-
ley stieg, um das Pferd aufzuwéarmen, kom-
mentierte Nicole Werner durchaus selbst-
kritisch einen Filmausschnitt seines Grand
Prix-Rittesin Kentucky. Schon beiderersten,
typischen Totilas-GruBaufstellung mit ge-
senktem Kopf musste sie schmunzeln. ,Dar-
an haben wir viel gearbeitet; es war einfach
schwer, dabei die Verbindung aufrecht zu
erhalten. In den Trabverstarkungen haben
wir versucht, mehr Rahmenerweiterung zu
erreichen, aber wenn man die Ziigel langer
lasst, schieBt er los. Man kann mit Kleinig-
keiten bei ihm groBe Reaktionen hervorru-
fen. Unser Ziel war es wirklich, Anlehnung
durch den ganzen Korper zu ereichen. Die
Anlehnung war bei diesem Pferd das A und
0. Schwierig waren auch die Ubergénge
von der Piaffe in die Passage, weil er sich
in der Piaffe so hinsetzt, dass er dann nicht
mehr ins Vorwérts kommt. Die Einerwech-

Richard Davison befragte Nicole Werner und Edward Gal zu ihren Erfahrungen mit Totilas.

sel waren dagegen eher Edwards Problem-
lektion. Vor der Reise nach Kentucky waren
wir eigentlich zu Hause ganz gliicklich da-
mit, doch nach unserer Ankunft dort klapp-
te plétzlich gar nichts mehr — sogar direkt
vor der Priifung. Deshalb waren wir mit
dem, was Edward dort noch hinbekommen
hat, schon ganz zufrieden. Und was Totilas’
oft Uberbetonte Vorhand-Aktion betrifft:
Ich habe immer gesagt, seine Hinterbeine
arbeiten fiir eine Neun oder Zehn, seine
Vorderbeine fiir eine Zwolf."

War Edward Gals Auftritt der emotionale
Héhepunkt des diesjéhrigen Forums, so
hatten doch auch die theoretischen Ein-
heiten diverse Aha-Erlebnisse zu bieten.
.In der Schusslinie” war der Titel einer ge-
meinsamen Prédsentation des Internationa-
len Dressurreiter- und des Internationalen
Dressurtrainer-Clubs (IDRC und IDTC), die
sich mit Richten von Dressurpriifungen be-
fasste, jedoch nicht die Richter selbst ins Vi-
sier nahm, sondern das System, mit dem sie
arbeiten miissen. Hierzu hatten sie mit der
in Deutschland gebirtigen und in Holland
arbeitenden Sportpsychologin Inga Wolf-
ramm eine Referentin aufgetan, die einen
energischen Weckruf in die Versammlung
schickte. Dass Richter auch nur Menschen

sind, ist ja nichts Neues — die Art, wie Inga
Wolframm erklarte, inwiefern sie auch nur
Menschen sind, schon. Jeder, so die Wissen-
schaftlerin, ziehe automatisch und unbe-
wusst seine Schliisse, wenn er einem neuen
Menschen gegentiiberstehe. Auch ein Rich-
ter sei da nicht anders.

Einfliisse beim Richten

Da er bei der Beurteilung einer Dressurprii-
fung rasend schnell eine inmense Menge
an visueller Information verarbeiten mis-
se, behelfe er sich automatisch mit ,Ab-
kiirzungen”, und so fanden unwillkiirlich
auch Faktoren wie nationale Bevorzugung,
der allgemeine Ruf eines Reiters, Presse-
berichte oder Gruppendruck ihren Weg in
das Richterurteil. AuBerdem stiinden auch
Richter nicht weniger unter Priifungsdruck
als die Reiter. Da das Richten aber nun
einmal zum Wettkampfsport dazugehére,
musse man lernen, sich dieser Tatsachen
bewusst zu werden. Hier konne mentales
Training den Richtern genauso brauchbare
Werkzeuge zur Problemlésung an die Hand
geben wie den Sportlern selbst. Gleichzei-
tig jedoch miisse die Aufgabe der Richter
vereinfacht werden, um es auch ihnen zu
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TurnierSport

Inga Wolframm entsendete einen Weckruf.

ermdglichen, ihr Talent besser auszuspie-
len. ,Das gegenwartige System ldsst es ein-
fach nicht zu, dass die Richter bessere Ar-
beit leisten”, nahm Statistik-Experte David
Stickland die Zunft in Schutz, und auch Inga
Wolframm fiigte an: ,Was ich hier vorgetra-
gen habe, war kein Angriff auf die Richter,
sondern es waren Tatsachen des mensch-
lichen Verhaltens. Die Menschen kénnen
wir nicht dndern, aber wir kénnen das Sys-
tem so andern, dass es diese menschlichen
Schwéchen berticksichtigt.” Wahrend die

Jean-Francois Pignon wurde zum Jubildum eingeladen — und beeindruckte wie immer.

Reaktionen der im Publikum anwesenden
Richter vom heftigen: ,Voreingenommen?
Ich doch nicht!" bis hin zur aufrichtigen
Nachdenklichkeit reichten, versprach der
FEI-Dressurbeauftragte Trond Asmyr, sich
weiter mit dem Thema zu befassen und

im néchsten Jahr an gleicher Stelle Riick-
meldung zu geben. Woraufhin IDRC-Prasi-

dentin Kyra Kyrklund das Fazit zog: ,Jeder
Marsch beginnt mit einem ersten Schritt,
und ich hoffe, das hier ist der erste Schritt
gewesen.”

Zum zehnten Geburtstag bescherte sich
das GDF dariiber hinaus einen Auftritt des
Franzosen Jean-Francois Pignon — und nach
zwei Tagen konstruktiven Gedankenaus-
tauschs durften sich die Veranstalter iiber
das bisher beste Forum freuen. Allméahlich
wird es erwachsen!

Text und Fotos: Barbel Schnell

VorAnkindigung

Adventsturnier Dresden

Die Voltigierer kommen

Neben Miinchen wird auch in Dresden der neu geschaffene Weltcup Voltigieren

a, auch das

Internatio-
nale Advents-
turnier Dresden
vom 26. bis 28.
November  er-
halt einen Welt-
cup-Status. Der
Weltcup im Voltigieren wird in diesem Jahr
zum ersten Mal stattfinden und so diirfen
sich die Zuschauer auf die weltbesten Akro-
baten aufdem Pferd freuen. Nach Miinchen
wenige Wochen zuvor wird in Dresden die
zweite Qualifikation tiberhaupt sein, die
letztlich zum Finale in Leipzig vom 27. April
bis 1. Mai 2011 fiihrt.

PferdeSport International | 24.2010

Station machen.

Das ist also neu. Bereits etabliert hat sich
der Springsport auf dem Dresdner Messege-
lande und besonders freut sich schon Mario
Stevens aus Molbergen auf seinen Auftritt.
Denn der Sieger aus dem Mercedes-Benz
Preis vom Vorjahr mochte auch seinen Ti-
tel in 2010 verteidigen. ,Dresden hat eine
gute Entwicklung genommen, eine sehr
gute sogar. Das war schon als nationales
Turnier gut und ist es jetzt immer noch,
eine Veranstaltung zum Wohlfiihlen”, er-
klart der Reiter. Fiirihn war es schon immer
der Traum, ein Auto zu gewinnen — und
mit dem Mercedes-Benz gelang ihm das
im vergangenen Jahr. Schon die Tage vor
dem GroBen Preis warf er mit seinem Vater

immer wieder einen Blick auf das Fahrzeug
und durfte am Ende schlieBlich selbst Platz
hinter dem Lenkrad nehmen. Doch Stevens
will nicht nur sein Augenmerk auf die groRe
Tour legen. Er sattelt auch fiir den Bioranch
Youngster-Cup. ,Ich habe viele junge
Pferde, die ich mitnehmen kann und das ist
wichtig fiir die Gewéhnung.” In Dresden ist
hier bereits die erste Station fiir die neue
Saison — heift: Man kann sogar die Sechs-
jahrigen schon mitbringen. Ein Vorteil, die
JFrischlinge” hier schon groBe Turnierluft
schnuppern zu lassen. Was Sie sonst noch
alles auf dem Turnier erwartet, erfahren Sie
unter www.adventsturnier.de.

Text: mos
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Global Dressage Forum

Dette ars GDF
bad ud over

_ et mere frit

forum bl.a. pd

nytenkning, fagligt

interessante
temaer, leererige
workshops, flotte
demonstrationer
og champagne

Jo mere, man ved om heste, jo'storre
er ens beundring for det arbejde, Jean
Francois Pignon har lagt i sin frihedsdres-
sur af sine hvide heste. Det er simpelthen
ufatteligt det, de sammen udferer og med
hvilken gensidig tillid, de arbejder.

Tekst og foto: Jytte Lemkow

Norske Trond Asmyr
er med sin venlige
fremtoning, sin humor
og sine direkte svar

pa direkte sporgsmal,
som dressurdirekter en
positiv gevinst for FEI.

Engelske Richard Davison, som har talent bade
som rytter, holdleder og kommentator, har
ialle 10 ar vaeret ordstyrer ved GDF, og han
gor det s& morsomt og godt, at man
kan forestille sig et GDF uden ham! § '_ :
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Hvis man vil gere

dressursporten global,
ma man starte med
den enkelte rytter

Kyra Kyrklund som kommentar til
de trange kar, individuelle ryttere far
under de nye championatsregler

Det var nytenkning, da familien Bar-
tels i Holland for ti r siden startede
med at leegge hus til et dressurseminar,
som uden for FEDs snavre rammer skulle
vere stedet, hvor alverdens dressurentu-
siaster kunne meades. Stedet, hvor ordet
var frit, hvor alt inden for dressursporten
ide forlebne ar blev belyst med eksperter
fra hele verden og hvor man kunne begej-
stres, forarges, belares og mede ligesin-
dede pa en afslappet og uformel made.

L ir, 10-4rs jubileet, var da heller ingen
undtagelse fra dette koncept; ja kom det
miske nzermere end det nogle ar har varet
tilfeldet. Oprindeligt horte en evaluering
af drets storste dressurbegivenhed med i
programmet. Sidan at blive "kleedt af” for
ibent tappe, syntes hverken de involve-
rede dommere eller ryttere om, si dette
indslag blev efterhinden si manipuleret,
at det ikke mere havde nogen vaerdi, og det
forarsagede, at det blev svaerere og svae-
rere at fi toprytterne til at mede op. Det
med det frie ord havde ogsé lidt trange
tider, da belgerne omkring rollkur eller
hyperflexion, som det jo officielt hedder,
gik allerhgjest. Nir eksponenterne over
alle eksponenter for denne ekstreme ri-
demetode, Anky van Grunsven og Sjef
Janssen, deltog, var der meget dérlige vi-
brationer. At familien Bartels, varterne,
ogsa bekender sig til "det nye hollandske
dressursystem” gjorde ligeledes, at ordet
blev knapt sé frit omkring dette tema, som
man kunne have onsket sig. Man nejedes
med at brokke sig til hinanden ved baren
i pauserne.

12010 talte man igen
rent ud af posen
T ar var ordet igen frit. Det skyldtes bl.a.,
at man havde droppet evalueringen, i dette
tilfelde af WEG i Kentucky og erstattet
det med et "brandfarligt emne”, hvis tema
arrangprerne ikke kendte. Emnet var ble-
vet valgt af repraesentanter for henholds-
vis den internationale dressurrytterklub
(IDRC), som lige har fiet Kyra Kyrklund
til formand og den internationale dressur-
trenerklub (IDTC), som har David Hunt
til formand. Og de havde — ikke si over-
raskende —valgt dressurbedemmelser som
tema, og her blev talt rent ud af posen!
Forummet blev ellers indledt med, at
den nye formand for FET’s dressurud-
valg, Frank Kemperman, forelagde dette
udvalgs nye strategiske ambitioner om:
1: At gere alt, hvad der er muligt for at
forbedre dressurhestenes velferd (hm!).
2: Gennemfere de forslag, som den ser-
lige arbejdsgruppe er kommet med. 3: At
udvikle dressursporten globalt (hm!-hm!
(mon det bliver til alle hestes vel ?)). 4: At
gore dressursporten mere attraktiv for ryt-
terne, medierne, tilskuerne og sponsorerne
(hm!). 5: At udvikle internationale forbin-
delser gennem regelmassig kontakt med
andre interessegrupper. Iser punkt 4 md
Frank Kemperman brende for. Han er en
skattet og dygtig stevnedirekter for bl.a.
verdens mest betydningsfulde ridestaevne
i Aachen. Men han er ikke ligefrem kendt
som dressurekspert og nogen egentlig yn-
der af dressursporten. For ham er det det
kommercielle, der tzller (hm!).

Til at demonstrere, hvad der kan opnas pa en
flexchair, havde unge ryttere stillet sig til radig-
hed, og med stor koncentration fulgte de fysio-
terapeuternes anvisninger og deres egne korrek-
tioner bade i spejlet og p4 computeren.

Dressurbedgmmelser

At ordet i 4r var mere frit og stemnin-
gen langt bedre end de ir, hvor FEI’s
tidligere formand for dressurudvalget,
Mariette Withages, var til stede, skyld-
tes bl.a. FEI's nye dressurdirekter, nor-
ske Trond Asmyr. Han har en helt anden
venlig fremtoning, er imedekommende
og er ikke bange for at kalde en spade for
en spade. Stilles han et sporgsmal, bade
officielt eller under mere private former,
giver han et klart og zrligt svar. Trond,
der selv er international dressurdommer
(pa orlov) er en gevinst for FEI og hele det
nye image, de gerne vil have om ébenhed
og gennemskuelighed, ikke mindst inden
for dressursporten. Trond Asmyr tog over
efter Frank Kemperman og uddybede bl.a.
punkt 2 om at gennemfore de forslag, som
den sarlige arbejdsgruppe har arbejdet in-
tensivt med i mere end et 4r, og som i flere

Belgiske Jacques
van Daele, chefste-
ward for FEI, de-
monstrerede i ord
og billeder, hvordan
stewarderne frem-
tidigt skal forholde
sig, nar rytterne
trener og varmer
op ved internatio-
nale stevner.

AKTION FRA STEWARDEN:

Stewarden ber gribe ind, nir han observerer:

* Forceret eller aggressiv ridning

« Fikseret hoved og nakke i lzngere tid end
ca. |0 minutter

* Hesten er i et stadie af stress og/eller
trethed

Bed rytteren om at skridte en bestemt pe-

riode (til afkeling)

TRANINGSLANGDE
UNDER RYTTER:

Traningssession der strakker sig over mere
end en time:

* Kun séfremt der foreligger helt sarlige
omstandigheder

* Med tilladelse fra chief steward

« Trzningen skal indeholde et antal afslap-
ningsperioder

« Skridtrepriser taller ikke med i traenings-
sessionen

* Der skal vaere mindst en times pause mel-
lem ny trening/opvarmning

« Efter et ridt ma rytteren ikke repetere/
traene hesten lengere end max ti minutter
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First view — then shoe
Rob Renirie — officiel smed for de hollandske
topryttere

tilfelde allerede er afprovet og, som formodes
at veere vedtaget ved FEI's generalforsamling i
november. Men disse nye tiltag (som uddybes
i nzste nummer) er slet ikke nok for de inter-
nationale ryttere og tranere. De vil have lavet
hele dommersystemet om! Og til at underbygge
disse krav havde de taget to eksperter med sig:
Sportspsykologen Inga Wolfram og atomfy-
sikeren David Stickland, som vi allerede blev
preasenteret for ved sidste drs GDF, og som har
gjort det til sin hobby at analysere dressurresul-
tater og udferdige dem i utallige statistikker,
som kun indviede forstir. Men hans konklu-
sion er, at det ikke er dommerne, der er noget i
vejen med, det er systemet! (hm!). Dommerne
gor, hvad der er menneskeligt muligt med de
eksisterende muligheder (hm!). Inga Wolfram
gjorde pd en meget professionel mide rede for
menneskets begransning og generelle adferd,
nér det gelder at demme en subjektiv sports=
gren, som indeholder mange komponenter, og
hendes konklusion var nzrmest, at det er de
slet ikke i stand til!

Nye regler for opvarmning

og trening

Selvom GDF ikke er underlagt FEI, si er dette
forbund meget narvarende, og var det bl.a. i
skikkelse af belgieren Jacques van Daele, der
som den everste for FEI’s stewards skulle for-
klare og anskueliggore de nye regler omkring
opvarmning og trening ved internationale
stazvner, som er afledt af visse rytteres ekstreme
mide at ride deres heste pé (rollkur). Med disse
nye regler er FEI-stewards palagt et eget ansvar
og udvidede befojelser, hvilket kraever stor kom-
petence og eget uddannelse. Van Daeles bud-
skab gik is@r pa stewardernes made at opfore
sig pa over for rytterne — at det skulle foregi
med venlighed og diskretion. Han gjorde i den
sammenhang opmerksom pé, at kommunika-
tion for 93% bestar af kropssprog! (hvor han sa
ellers har det fra). For at understrege at kompe-

Desvarre var det jo ikke superhingsten
Totilas, som den nykérede tredobbelte ver-
densmester Edward Gal kom med, men ogsd
pa avlshingsten Lord of Loxley, som han kun
har redet i 3 uger, demonstrerede han sin
eminente indfelingsevne.

tence ogsa betyder at kunne skelne forskellige
hesteracer og deres begransninger eller mu-
ligheder havde han valgt tre heste af vidt for-
skellig type, hvis ryttere skulle demonstrere,
hvorledes man mi ride sin hest, og hvorledes
ikke. Det blev desvzrre slet ikke illustrativt,
da ingen af de tre ryttere formaede eller ville
ride deres heste, som man ikke ma.

Men ingen, der var til stede ved GDF i
ar, er vist i tvivl om, hvad man ikke mi! Det
vigtigste af forbuddene er at alt, der foregir


























































